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Greetings from Homebuilders 

 

Well done to us!!!!! 

 

Our team of five million have joined together, worked hard, stayed in isolation and we now find 

ourselves on the cusp of  transitioning to Alert Level 2.  To play it safe. 

 

As I listen to the news of the world and how the Coronavirus has changed the world, I am ever 

so grateful to live in paradise and  through the solid commitment from us all we are in a much 

safer space than many other countries around the world. 

 

It's been a huge month for New Zealand.  The COVID-19 restrictions can make day to day life 

challenging in all kinds of ways.  As we stayed apart, we have managed to stay connected.  If 

you know of someone who is on their own - anyone who is lonely or alone - please reach out - 

say hello and keep in touch. 

 

It has been heartening to hear of stories of how people have sent love to family and friends with 

calls, text, emails,videos, a shout over the fence, a sing song around a cul-de-sac, biking, 



 

walking, singing, dancing - examples of how we draw on and build our resilience.  We are, 

indeed, in this together......... 

 

Our Homebuilders team has worked diligently to stay connected, with compassionate 

commitment to continue to provide services (as an essential service) to our clients and the 

community.   As we continue to navigate through the COVID-19 pandemic and work towards 

establishing a new 'normal' - we will continue to provide services to communities across the 

West Coast. 

 

Level 2 will allow more workplaces to be open and people will be making decisions to work from 

their offices or continue to work from home - for those who can.  Our Homebuilders offices will 

be opening from Monday 18th May.  Maintaining Level 2 will be a priority to make sure we don't 

need to return to Level 3 or 4. 

 

I want to acknowledge the effort and sacrifices we have endured to eliminate COVID-19, it has 

been easier for some, a struggle and difficult for some and life changing for some.  Our 

combined strength and determination will make sure we are safe and our children can continue 

to grow, thrive, learn and become the adults they want to be - in a safer, more focused 

environment with an awareness of wellbeing. 

 

Please - stay safe, maintain safe healthy distance, take care and kia kaha. 

 

All the best 

 

Lorraine Scanlon 

Chief Executive  

 

Our COVID-19 Experience So Far 

 



Homebuilders staff have been working from home through Alert Level 4 and 3.  It has been an 

interesting experience.  We have tried ways to stay connected, experimented with ways to work 

and keep our children happy at the same time and then also look after our own welfare.   

 

Here are some of our bubble experiences and distractions! 

 



 



 

 
 

Our Lock down stories 

 

The Honk - from Matt 

 

On our daily walks to get out of the house, we would head down to the local park to feed the 

ducks and video call the grandkids so they could see the ducks up close. 

 

Although there was one exception to the duck rule; one creature wasn't a duck, but a lone goose 

amongst the flock. 

 

Upon seeing this creature our 3 year old granddaughter proudly exclaimed over the phone, that 



 

it was a 'HONK' and then later expected that each day we would continue this routine of going to 

the park to feed the HONK. 

The HONK has now become part of our daily bubble! 

 

Strange friendships forged, in even stranger times. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Pana's lock down addition 

 

 

Is it enough to just mention that I extended my bubble without 

planning to with this new wee fella? 

 

Caught in a  rabbit snare, couldn't walk and was miserable... 

we were too soft and took him in, fell in love and now adopted 

him! 

 



There has been a labour of love at Karin’s house.  

  

With the lockdown, the days spent at home without the opportunity to head to parks, to beaches 

and places further afield for exercise have been trying.  I think we can all relate to this.  But there 

is something about the lockdown process which helps us to be creative and to look for solutions 

to our lock down limitations.  

  

This is the case at Karin’s house.  Karin’s husband John, set about making Karin a 

walking/running track through the bush and nature on their property.  He created a 440 metre, 

dog free zone, where social distancing was assured.  He cut the grass, dug out the big rocks, 

filled in holes with gravel or concrete – even built a bridge and put in concrete steps where they 

were needed.  And as a bonus he finished it off by placing a bench at the end of the track where 

Karin could sit with a nice cuppa at the end of her exercise, a bench which he had recycled from 

the rubbish dump, completely restored and painted. 

  

Karin so appreciates all the effort John went to, creating her a walking track, and feels it is the 

most beautiful thing that anyone has ever done for her, a  real labour of love. 

 

 

   

  



 

Earthworks of Creation - update 

  

 



 

 

BDC Annual Plan - submissions  

  

Please share your views and thoughts via submission for the BDC annual plan – due 29 May. 

Please share with your contacts. 

 

How to make a submission 

Submissions must be in writing. They can be made on a submission form, by letter or email, or 

via this link to an online form https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020-21Annualplan. 

If you don’t use the form, please make sure to include your contact details and say whether or 

not you would like to speak to your submission. 

How to get your submission to Council:  

 Drop through the mail slot at the side of the main entrance to Council’s office on 

Brougham Street Westport. 

 Drop it into the NZ Post box outside the Reefton Service Centre (postage not required). 

 Online via this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020-21Annualplan. 

 Email your completed submission to submissions@bdc.govt.nz. Please make sure to 

include your contact details and say whether or not you would like to speak to your 

submission. 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020-21Annualplan
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Homebuilders West Coast Trust 

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

  

                                   

              

                                                  

 

                                                               

 

                                                     

                                                       

  

Westport Office: 03 788 8065 

52 Mill Street, Westport 

  

 

Greymouth Office: 03 768 6665 

The Corner House  

8 Marlborough Street, Greymouth 

  



 

office@homebuilderswpt.co.nz 

PO Box 388, Westport  

www.homebuilderstrust.co.nz 

 

 Homebuilders West Coast Trust 
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