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Earthworks of Creation 2018 - Enrol now! 

 



  

Entry Form  
 

Tickets for seats in the auditorium can be purchased from NBS Theatre. 

OR 

https://homebuilderstrust.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/WOW-Entry-form.pdf


 

Tables of 12 can be booked with Eyvonne at Heritage Giftworld  for $480 ($40 

per seat). Phone 789 8776. 

 

 

Please note: 

PO Box 132 Greymouth is now closed.  

All mail is received via 

PO Box 388 

Westport. 

 

Wavewise Surfing Programme 

 

Where do you go when everything seems too much?  When the world is 

tumbling down or daily life gets too stressful?  Maybe you talk to a friend, 

maybe you do some sports or maybe you for for a walk? Well, if you are a 

surfer, you combine all of these things.  On top of this, you get a free life lesson 

taught by the ocean to deal with your personal challenges!  What does that 

mean exactly?  A common quote in the surfing world says, "Only a surfer 

knows the feeling!" And as a passionate surfer herself, SWiS Worker Pana 

Leontiadu wants to provide this opportunity to rangatahi (youth) in our 

community.   

 

In March 2018 the first ever Wavewise Surfing Programme was offered to a 

group of students at Buller High School.  This programme consisted of weekly 

sessions in which students learned to tackle their personal challenges from a 



 

very new perspective - the ocean.  Surfing is not only a recreational activity but 

holds a lot of opportunities for social learning and coping with our everday life. 

 

The evaluation shows that the programme was a huge success - even 3 

months later the life lessons learned in the programme are present for the 

rangatahi.  The feedback from the community shows that there is a demand for 

more Wavewise Surfing Programmes  and it is our goal to source funding to 

provide this opportunity for the young people on the Coast. 

 

A very big THANK YOU goes to Bazils Hostel and Surfschool who made the 

first programme possible through letting Homebuilders use their surf 

equipment.  Your help is much appreciated.  

 
 

Introducing Our New Staff 

 

We are now back to full staffing, with a team of three in our Greymouth office - 

two Homebased Social Workers, one Social Worker in Schools (SWiS) and the 

instigation of the Big Brothers Big Sisters programme. In our Westport office we 



 

have three Homebased Social Workers, three SWiS workers, a Big Brothers 

Big Sisters coordinator, a Buller Family Whanau Violence Prevention 

administrator, a team of counsellors, our manager and operations team. 

 

I would like to let our new staff introduce themselves.......... 

 

   

 

   

 
Stephanie Walton 

 

Hi, I'm Stephanie Walton. I moved to the West 

Coast all the way from Vermont in the United 

States. I brought along my two daughters and my 

partner on this amazing adventure.  I have always 

loved working with people and I come from a 

background in eldercare, mental health and early 

childhood education.  I have a passion for 

anything crafty and so spend my spare time 

baking, knitting hats, building chook houses, 

making soap and everything else creative.  My 

personal motto is: If it needs to get done then do 

it!  Wherever I am, I am making myself 

busy.  Here at Westport Homebuilders I am a 

homebased social worker as well as a student 



 

finishing a Masters of Social Work at the 

University of Canterbury.  You might also find me 

at local markets selling my wares, or teaching 

classes in community based programmes.  I look 

forward to meeting you! 

 

 

 
Vanessa Howorth 

 

Hi all, I am Vanessa Howorth the new Big Brother 

Big Sister coordinator for the Buller district. 

Originally, I come from North Canterbury but 

moved to Westport at the beginning of 2018. In my 

free time I love to get out into nature to either go 

for a hike or head to the beach for a swim so the 

move to Westport was a natural fit.  I studied a 

Bachelor of Social Work at Ara Institute of 

Canterbury where I have a passion to work with 

children, youth and families. When I finished my 

studies at the end of 2017, I knew I wanted to work 

in an area that supported the growth of children 

and youth and that’s when I applied for the BBBS 

position at Homebuilders West Coast Trust. I have 

found through my learnings that BBBS is a 

programme that nurtures children and youth to 

their full potential and I am so glad I get to be a part 

of this amazing programme. 

-Vanessa J 

 



 

 
Anita Green 

 

Hello, my name is Anita Green.  I have joined the 

Team at Homebuilders West Coast Trust as 

Finance Administrator.  I am a mother of 3 

beautiful children, so to be able to work part time 

in this role gives me a wonderful work life 

balance.  Having spent the last seven years 

within the banking sector, moving into a position 

which enables me to use these skills to support 

children and their families and see them flourish 

in society now sees my passion for community 

and finance fit together nicely. 

 

 
Gerrit Wolters 

 

My name is Gerrit Wolters. I was born in Holland 

and have been married for 37 years to my bestie, 

Suzie.  We have three tamariki and eight 

mokopuna and number nine on the way.  It is a 

privilege to work and live in Te Tai Poutini. I bring 

with me my passion to see people succeed and 

achieve their fullest potential, to discover and 

realise their strengths.  My background is 

eighteen years social work practice.  During this 

time I have been actively involved in community 

development, community youth work, statutory 

social work, criminal justice, youth justice, care 

and protection and mental health.  I have served 

on a number of Boards of Trustees for school and 

Non Government Organisations (NGO) and 



 

chaired a number of NGOs which were set up to 

support our rangatahi in the community.  My role 

at Homebuilders West Coast Trust is as Team 

Leader for the homebased social work team here 

in Greymouth and Westport. 

 

 

 
Deb Smith 

 

Hi, my name is Deb Smith and I moved to the 

West Coast 18 months ago.  I have 3 daughters 

who all live in Canterbury and I feel blessed to 

have recently welcomed the addition of my first 

grandchild.  My position of Homebased Social 

Worker at Homebuilders fits well with my passion 

to help support people to reach their full 

potential.  Having previously worked in residential 

settings I am enjoying the opportunity to work with 

whanau as a whole.  

 

 
Kyra Morgan 

 

Hi there, my name is Kyra Morgan, BFWVP 

Coordinator.  Some may remember or recognise 

me from my previous role as the Receptionist at 

Homebuilders back in 2016.  Since then I have 

been working at Buller Community  Mental Health 

– and like Lorraine said on my very first day back 

in 2014, staff tend to come back!  So here I am… 

I will be working here at Homebuilders on a 

Monday and Tuesday, and I am still working at 

Buller Community Mental Health on Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday. 



 

Last year I completed a Certificate in Sports 

Training and Development, so I have been 

enjoying taking on some Personal Training clients 

in my spare time. 

Very shortly, I am heading over to the USA as an 

Athletics Specialist at a Summer Camp in 

Pennsylvania for 9 weeks, and then plan to travel 

around America and Canada for the remaining 7 

weeks!  A lot of excitement happening in the next 

year and I look forward to returning in October 

and being able to get a bit more hands on with my 

role as Buller Family Whanau Violence 

Prevention Coordinator! 

 

 
Denise Henley 

 

Hi, I recently joined the team at Homebuilders 

West Coast Trust as the Receptionist/ 

Administrator. It is a busy and varied role offering 

support to the counsellors, social workers and 

other staff, assisting in the running of the house, 

and being a welcoming presence for visitors. I 

have come from an education background - first 

as a teacher, then administrative support in a 

Private Training Establishment, and most recently 

as a coordinator of the Computers in Homes 

programme.  My passion has always been to 

support others in their learning journey to make 

the most of their potential and opportunities for a 



 

full and happy life and I am very pleased to be 

able to support the team in their roles to do the 

same. 

 

 

Homebuilders West Coast Trust 

 

 

Westport Office: 03 788 8065 

52 Mill Street, Westport 

  

 

Greymouth Office: 03 7686665 

11 Nelson Street, Greymouth 

 

 

office@homebuilderswpt.co.nz 

PO Box 388, Westport  

www.homebuilderstrust.co.nz 
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